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 Welcome to  

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Serv ing the People of Virgin ia and Mounta in Iron  

306 2nd Street South  Virginia, Minnesota  55792 

November 21, 2021            www.holyspiritvirginia.com               7 4 1 - 6 3 4 4

 
Parish Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs. 8:00 am - 3:00 pm  
 

Holy Spirit Parish Staff  
Fr. Brandon Moravitz 

Pastor 
fr.brandon.moravitz@duluthcatholic.org 

 

Dan Schultz 

Deacon 
dcn.daniel.schultz@duluthcatholic.org 

 

Richard Moravitz 

Deacon 
dcn.richard.moravitz@duluthcatholic.org 

 

Ben Frost 

Adult Evangelization 
ben.frost@duluthcatholic.org 

 

Stefanie Scharber 

Business Manager 
stefanie.scharber@duluthcatholic.org 

 

Jodi Backman 

Facilities Manager 
jodi.backman@duluthcatholic.org 

 

Jessica Haverkamp 

Parish Secretary 
jessica.haverkamp@duluthcatholic.org 

 

Josh Milani 

Director of Music  
joshua.milani@duluthcatholic.org 

  

 
Marquette Catholic School 
www.marquettecatholicschool.com 

741-6811 
Lisa Kvas, Principal 
mcsprincipal@gmail.com 
Julie Kingsley, Secretary  
julie.kingsley@duluthcatholic.org 
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Test imony of Faith  
Stewardship of 
Treasure 
August 31, 2021 
 
Envelopes/Plate ….….$4,462.33 
 
Online Giving/ACH....$1,452.82 
 
Weekly Goal…...…….$9,712.00 
 
Received to Date..…$161,026.63 
 
Annual Goal 21-22..$505,000.00 
 

 

United Catholic Appeal 
2021  
Envelopes/Plate…..….....$290.00 

Goal………………....$72,352.00 

Total Received……....$36,788.00 

Balance Due………....$33,499.00 

 
Marquette Catholic School 

Endowment 
Fund Balance: 

$142,947.30 
 

Holy Spirit Endowment Fund 
Balance 

$50,913.70 
 

Marriage Contact parish office as 
soon as possible and at least 6 
months prior to desired wedding 
date. 

Baptism Infant baptism during 
Mass or privately. Call parish to 
arrange pre-baptism parent session 
or request information. Forms avail-
able on the parish website. 

Anointing of the Sick Call the 
Parish office to schedule Sacrament 
or Communion calls for the home-
bound. 

Prayer Warrior Team Please 
call Donna Strumbell at  218-290-
3767. 
 

Greetings Holy Spirit Parish and Marquette School!  
Though Advent bears the dawn of a new liturgical season every year, most of us 

dismiss it as a period of celebrating Christmas before Christmas arrives.  We adorn our 
homes with Christmas lights, decorated trees, tinsel and holly, festive tunes, and the 
like.  All the while, the intent of Advent – a season of waiting, of silent but joyful expec-
tation – falls by the wayside or perhaps into the din of our premature festivities. To the 
world, Christmas begins the day after Thanksgiving.  And somehow we as Catholics 
have bought into the early celebration of Christmas, while neglecting to prepare our 
hearts and homes for the birth of Jesus and as a reminder of His second coming. The 
world does not like to wait, and we are not unlike the world in this matter.  To many, 
waiting implies a passive state, in which we must act as observers or stand on the side-
lines while the real action story happens around us.  But Advent reminds us that we must 
slow down – watch and wait, be vigilant – instead of passively wait in a sleepy state of 
mind. In Latin, Advent means “coming.”  We know that it is a period of four weeks, 
during which we prepare for the Christmas season, but we don’t necessarily consider 
how Jesus might be born in us, in our hearts.  Here are some ways we can make Advent 
a sacred time of expectant faith, so that we may welcome Christmas Day with overabun-
dant joy. 

Make Advent similar to Lent…A priest during Confession once told me that 
Advent is really supposed to be a lot like Lent.  In other words, we are supposed to in-
crease our sacrifices, almsgiving, and prayer life.  Startled, I realized no one had ever 
explained Advent quite this way in my catechetical upbringing.  After much thought, I 
realized that, yes, I should be returning to a place of spiritual growth rather than hasty 
celebration. Advent provides us with the opportunity to give more of ourselves.  While 
Lent conjures images of ashes and dust, Advent reminds us that sacrificial giving can be 
done in a spirit of light and hope.  Though we aren’t required to fast and abstain, as we 
do during Lent, we can – and should – use the opportunity that Advent supplies us to 
increase our donations, rediscover how our prayer life can be rejuvenated, and even per-
haps give something up for Jesus. When we use the four weeks preceding Christmas in 
this way, we will find that Advent takes on a profoundly new meaning in our lives. Wait 
to decorate for Christmas.  Decorate for Advent instead. 

Instead of donning ornaments and tinsel on our Christmas trees, why not deco-
rate for Advent instead?  Most of us are familiar with Advent wreaths, which are condu-
cive to added prayer and reflection with our families each day, but there are other crea-
tive ways to prepare for the High Feast of Christmas. Set up a Nativity without placing 
baby Jesus in the manger.  Have your kids participate in this activity. They will be excit-
ed each day about the anticipation of Jesus’ birthday. Another similar kids’ activity is to 
make a sacrifice manger.  Kids take a basket or cardboard box and use strands of yarn to 
place in the manger when they are “caught” doing something kind for Jesus (which usu-
ally translates into something unexpectedly thoughtful for a sibling, neighbor, or parent). 

Advent calendars are a fun way to anticipate the countdown to Christmas.  In-
stead of purchasing a chocolate, disposable “Advent” calendar, why not purchase – or 
make – one that has a spiritual theme to it?  I made one with 24 small boxes.  Inside each 
box, we write suggestions on what we can do for Jesus – a small sacrifice, a helping 
hand, a smile, writing a kind note, etc.  Each day, we draw a suggestion and discuss how 
we accomplished that goal during dinner time. There are countless books that can assist 
us in preparation for Advent, too.  Sometimes these are helpful when we aren’t sure how 
or where to begin in changing our lives, so that we might welcome Christmas in the right 
frame of mind.  One of my new favorites is Advent with St. Teresa of Calcutta: Daily 
Meditations by Heidi Hess Saxton. 

Find new ways to give. 
We are all familiar with the red buckets and Salvation Army bell ringers, and 

we may be inclined to put some pocket change in the bucket as we exit our favorite re-
tailer.  But why not get creative when it comes to almsgiving?  Giving might mean do-
nating our time to help out the homebound by running some errands for them – or even 
helping them decorate or make their favorite cookies.  It might mean spending some time 
serving food at the local soup kitchen or food pantry.  Pray about it.  Discuss it as a fami-
ly. The Holy Spirit will inspire you to know what will draw you nearer to Jesus and in-
crease your sense of selfless generosity. 

Advent is the ideal way to jumpstart such important aspects of balance.  Busy-
ness is the world’s solution to passivity, but God reminds us through the cycle of seasons 
that resting makes us more aware of His presence and silence allows us to hear His whis-
pers in our hearts.  Prepare now to make this the Best Advent Ever!   

 
Fr. B 

http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/12-inspiring-thanksgiving-quotes-from-catholic-saints
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/12-inspiring-thanksgiving-quotes-from-catholic-saints
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/10-practical-ways-to-celebrate-advent-this-year
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/10-practical-ways-to-celebrate-advent-this-year
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/10-practical-ways-to-celebrate-advent-this-year
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/5-beautiful-images-of-the-nativity-to-help-your-prayer-life
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/5-beautiful-images-of-the-nativity-to-help-your-prayer-life
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/how-to-celebrate-advent-season-5-awesome-world-traditions
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/how-to-celebrate-advent-season-5-awesome-world-traditions
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/do-you-know-what-this-classic-christmas-carol-really-means
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/do-you-know-what-this-classic-christmas-carol-really-means
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/the-value-and-importance-of-spiritual-reading
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/the-value-and-importance-of-spiritual-reading
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/products/advent-with-saint-teresa-of-calcutta-daily-meditations
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/products/advent-with-saint-teresa-of-calcutta-daily-meditations
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Parish News  

Advent Sacrament Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses:     

Saturday @ 4:30pm 
Sunday @ 8am & 10am  
 
Weekday Masses:  
Monday & Wednesday @ 8:30am & 5:30pm 
Tuesday & Thursday @ 8:30am 

 
Confessions:  

Monday @ 4:45pm 
Saturday @ 3pm 
Sunday during 7pm Holy Hour 
 

Adoration: 
Tuesday & Thursday 9am-9pm 
 
Holy Hour: 
Sundays beginning 11/28 @7pm 
Music, confession, Benediction, and prayer 
 
Communal Penance 
Wed., Dec. 22 @7pm 
 
Christmas Masses 
Fri., Dec. 24 @ 4:30pm & 10pm 
Sat., Dec. 25 @ 10am 
 
Parish Office Holiday Hours  
Nov. 25-Thanksgiving-Office Closed 
Dec. 23-Jan. 2-Office Closed 
 

Men’s Basketball League 
Every Tuesday night at 8pm in the MCS gym.  
Contact Ty Pollak for more infor-
mation  
218-421-7602 or  
Ross Haverkamp 218-537-0397. 

Bible Study 
Bible study continues to meet following 8:30 Mass 
on Tuesday mornings. Join us in the social hall for 
great discussions, coffee, and treats. 

Welcome to our parish - Are you  
Registered?  

Join our parish community by registering online 
at https://engage.suran.com/holyspiritvirginiamn . 
Here you can enter your information online (or up-
date it for current parishioners!) and receive com-
munications from our parish and sign up for online 
giving to Holy Spirit Church and Marquette Catho-
lic School. We love to stay in touch with our parish 
community members, so please register as soon as 
you can! Need assistance? Contact Jessica or 
Stefanie in the Holy Spirit parish office. Thank you 
for being part of the Holy Spirit and Marquette 
family! 

1st Annual Artists Trunk Show &  
Holiday Festival 

December 4, 2021 10 am-2 pm 

 
JJ’s Coffee and Ice Cream 212 E Howard Street 

Hibbing 
Family Fun with Children’s Activities ~ Lo-

cal Handcrafts ~ Goodies &Treats~ Pro-
ceeds will go towards opening “Star of the 
North Maternity Home Iron Range” in Hib-

bing for homeless  
pregnant women 

Sponsorships Welcome / Questions? Email 
cathy@plan-itonline.com/ or Cathy 218-969-2496 

Weekly Rosaries 
The Knights of Columbus will lead a Rosary Mon-
day evenings following the 5:30pm Mass. 
 
Deacon Rick and Diana Moravitz will be leading a 
rosary for  
Vocations each Thursday evening  
at 8pm, followed by the  
Benediction.  

Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast The 

Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Pancake 
Breakfast next Sunday, November 28, after the 8:00 
and 10:00 Masses in the Holy Spirit Social Hall. 
The menu will include pancakes and sausage with 
milk, juice and coffee.  A free will offering will be 
taken.  Please plan to come. 

Marquette Catholic School Concert 
Thurs., Dec 16 @ 1:30pm & 6pm at Holy spirit 
Church 
 
Christmas Joy 
If you know someone who is homebound who 
would enjoy having carolers stop by  and spread 
some Christmas joy, please contact Jessica in the 
Parish office. Josh Milani and his choir would love 
to sing for you. The dates are Dec. 13 & Dec. 20. 
 
Christmas Decorating time 
Looking for helpers to get our beautiful Church 
ready for Christmas! We will  be decorating 
Thurs., Dec. 23 following the morning Mass. All 
are welcome to come help! 

https://engage.suran.com/holyspiritvirginiamn/s/login
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Monday November 22 

8:30 AM † Fr. Fred Method 

5:30 PM †   No Mass 

Tuesday  November 23 

8:30 Am  †  Della Dimberio 

Wednesday  November 24 

9:00 AM  †  Jacob Carlson 

5:30 PM †  No Mass 
Thursday   November 25 

8:30 AM † Anne & Phil Huewe 
Friday    November 26-No Mass 

Saturday   November 27 

4:30  pm    † Frank Galaski 
Sunday      November 28 

8:00 Am  †   Eleanor Gagnon Davies 

10:00 Am  †  Lyle Conway 

Altar Server Schedule Weekend of  
November 27-28 

 Sat.  
4:30pm 

Sun.  
8:00am 

Sun.  
10:00am 

E. Sandquist N. Mitchell S. Carlson 

J. Seeber I. Flatley H. Frost 

 L. Flatley C. Pollak 

 L. Evans K. Roark 

 M. Miskovich B. Simetkosky 

  C. Kovacish 

Sacristan Schedule 
Weekend of November 27-28 

Sat. 4:30pm  S. Babiracki 
11/27 
Sun. 8:00am  D. Peterson 
11/28 
Sun. 10:00  L. Peterson  
11/28    

Lector Schedule 
Weekend of November 27-28 

Sat. 4:30pm  S. Babiracki  
11/27 
Sun. 8:00am  S. Villella   
11/28 
Sun. 10:00  C. Louks 
11/28    
  

Monday November 29 

8:30 AM † Terry Nelson 

5:30 PM †   Renae Stahl 

Tuesday  November 30 

8:30 Am  †  Merico & Ann Olivanti 

Wednesday  December 1 

8:30 AM  †  Marc Westerbur 

5:30 PM †  Clyde Loberg 
Thursday   December 2 

8:30 AM † Mary Weber 
Friday    December 3-No Mass 

Saturday   December 4 

4:30  pm    † Our Parish Family 
Sunday      December 5 

8:00 Am  †   Beverly Leikas 

10:00 Am  †  Paul & Julia Sersha 

Altar Server Schedule Weekend of  
December 4-5 

 Sat.  
4:30pm 

Sun.  
8:00am 

Sun.  
10:00am 

H. Lamourea E. Pond J. Kenyon 

H. Lamourea T. Pope J. Berlin 

 P. Gramm J. Rosandich 

 L. Evans J. Berlin 

  C. Berlin 

Sacristan Schedule 
Weekend of December 4-5 

Sat. 4:30pm  C. Bainter 
12/4 
Sun. 8:00am  B. Scinto 
12/5 
Sun. 10:00  J. Milton   
12/5    

Lector Schedule 
Weekend of December 4-5 

Sat. 4:30pm  N. Ringhand  
12/4 
Sun. 8:00am  B. Skalko  
12/5 
Sun. 10:00  J. Eddy  
12/5    
  


