
. 

 WELCOME  TO  

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Serv ing the People of Virgin ia and Mounta in Iron  

306 2nd Street South  Virginia, Minnesota  55792 

December   
13th, 2020 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday    4:30 PM  

       Sunday  8:00 AM &10:00 AM 

Daily Mass-Advent Schedule 
Monday - Thursday 8:30 AM 

Monday & Wednesday 5:30 PM 

Confessions 

Saturday  3:00 PM 

Monday & Wednesday 4:30 PM 
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Mon.-Thurs. 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

Fr. Brandon Moravitz 
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Dan Schultz 
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Hannah Milani 

Evangelization & Catechesis 
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Adult Evangelization 

Jodi Phelps 
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Josh Milani 

Director of Music  
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Test imony of Faith  
Sacraments 

Marriage 

Contact parish office as soon as possi-

ble and at least 6 months prior to de-

sired wedding date. 

 

Baptism 

Infant baptism during Mass or pri-

vately. Call parish to arrange pre-

baptism parent session or request in-

formation. Forms available on the 

parish website. 

 

RCIA 

Adults interested in becoming Catho-

lic, please speak with Fr. Brandon or 

Ben Frost for more information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the Parish office to schedule Sac-

rament or Communion calls for the 

homebound. 

 

Stewardship of 

Treasure 
Ordinary Income 
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 

 

Annual 

Goal ................................$497,200 

Income Received to 

Date.................................$177,983 

Average Weekly 

Goal...................................$10,542 

Collected Last 

Week..................................$11,112 

*Includes online  & autodraw giving 
 

United Catholic Appeal Update  
2020 

Goal....................................$69,421 

UCA Total 

Received.............................$47,209 

UCA Balance 

Due.....................................$22,212 

 
Marquette Catholic School 

Endowment 
Fund Balance: 

$96,457 
Endowment brochures are available in the Info 

Kiosk 

Greetings Holy Spirit Parish!  

 

 Last week, I posted this incredible article to my Facebook page and I wanted to be 

sure everyone got a chance to reflect on these beautiful words – please give this a read and 

pray with it and reflect on it this week!  The Lord is near in all things!   Fr. B 

 

The Impossibility of Joy 

Joy is an ever-present reality to which we open wide our souls to receive, but it is 

also a remembering and a longing. As I sit here presently, reflecting upon the past year and 

anticipating the year to come, it’s hard not to feel as if the heartache of the former can do 

anything but be carried into the latter. I have friends who lost their full-term baby boy at 

birth. My 44-year old work partner for the last eight years died three weeks ago from cancer, 

leaving her husband and two middle school children. Our best friends lost their 15-year old 

son in a tragic, unexpected accident in February. I have friends who were arrested and put in 

jail this year, friends who have been diagnosed with cancer this year, friends whose marriag-

es are crumbling and on the rocks, our 18-year old dog, our friend, passed away this year, 

and due to reductions at work I may not have a job in a couple of weeks. 

It has been a hard year for me, my family, my friends, and maybe you as well. 

Maybe you have lost a child, a parent, a friend, or a pet this year. Maybe you have been di-

agnosed with a terminal illness or know someone who has been. Maybe you are dealing 

with and carrying regret for relationships that have been destroyed because of your words or 

actions. Maybe you are lost and alone and don’t have anyone standing next to you, holding 

you up, and giving you the strength to carry on. Maybe you are holding on to disappoint-

ments and failures and wondering if you have any worth, value, or dignity remaining. May-

be you have had a miscarriage or had difficulty getting pregnant. Maybe you have lost a job 

and are struggling to provide or find a way forward. Maybe you have hurt your friends and 

your family and you feel as if you can never be forgiven. Maybe, maybe, maybe. 

I had the realization recently that our days and months and years are fictitious con-

structs that do not really exist. They are artificially created measurements that divide up 

time to give us an order and a rhythm to our lives. So it’s not as if a turn of the calendar 

page erases the heaviness in a heart, or takes away the burdened weight that is carried. It’s 

not as if the welcoming of a new year resets your mind or helps you forget the previous. The 

days come and go. The weeks accumulate. Yet the heartache remains. Our groaning does 

not understand time. Our pain does not end with the calendar year. Our suffering does not 

heal with the passing of time. 

It is real yesterday, today, and tomorrow. It is here and here and here, moment by 

moment, and has no regard for imaginary and illusory divisions of time, nor does it wane 

with the opening of gifts or with yuletide cheer, nor is it convinced to subside with New 

Year’s resolutions. Our groaning, our pain, our suffering has no regard for hours, days, 

weeks, months, years, centuries, or millennia. In a very real way, it is transcendent and col-

lective- it is beyond time and it affects us all. Our groaning, our pain, our suffering has rav-

aged and devoured us since our very first collective nephesh, or breath of life. 

I know this may seem like the saddest Christmas piece you have ever read, but I 

want to give each of you hope that even in our deepest despair we are surprisingly and unex-

pectedly and impossibly met with good news of great joy. Please trust me, I do not offer that 

as a cheap and easy religious platitude, as a band aid to a gaping, gushing wound. Deep calls 

to deep. From our cynical and jaded perspective, as those in the midst of present suffering, 

there is a profound absurdity in the message from the angelic messenger that appeared to the 

shepherds in the field the day Christ was born, “I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people.” Without context, this “good news of great joy” seems to drop into a 

sterile, unburdened history that couldn’t possibly understand the real heartache of the mod-

ern man or woman. But again, our groaning, our pain, our suffering does not understand 

time and has been our shared, human experience from the first breath. 

 

 

 

       Con’t..... 



. 

Parish News  

BEST CHRISTMAS EVER! 
Our parish will once again be blessing local families 

with an incredible Best Christmas Ever Surprise! 

This is an opportunity for us to, once again, bring 

life and light into the darkness and struggle these 

families are facing. Stay tuned for ways in which 

you can help us make this the Best Christmas Ever 

for the family God has given to us this Advent!  

There are envelopes in the gathering space on the 

tables, as well as, gift tags on trees you may pick up 

and return to parish office. Thank you so much for 

your generosity. 

 

Parish Christmas Decorating 
Mark your calendars for Wed., Dec. 23, and swing 

by the church to help us decorate for Christmas! 

We will begin after 5:30 Mass and go until we have 

completed the mission!  

We congratulate and welcome the Westerbur family 

who are received into the Catholic faith this week-

end through the Sacraments of Eucharist and Con-

firmation. It has been an incredible blessing to jour-

ney with the Westerbur's through our Search pro-

gram as well as RCIA and we are so fortunate to 

have them as a part of our parish family. Please ex-

tend your love and welcome to them in the midst of 

this joyous occasion!   

Exodus 90 
Exodus 90 will begin Jan. 4, 2021.  

Through prayer, asceticism, and fraternity, men of 

this parish have found freedom. The programs focus 

is to help men discover and overcome the “other 

gods” that control their lives and in so doing, be-

come followers of Christ Jesus. 

Spiritual Book Club 
Our next meeting will be Mon., Jan. 5, 2021 at 1pm. 

We will meet in the Rosary/Crying room. We will 

be reading the book: 

Three Days 

This book is about the fictional story of the three 

days Jesus was lost in the temple. 

If you have any questions please contact Jackie Park 

at 741-4717 

Con’t.. 

 

The announcement of “good news of great joy” 

seemed as absurd and improbable then, as it seems now, as 

if we all know that somehow joy is not commensurate for a 

history of pain and suffering. But what is joy exactly? Is it 

not sitting down for that first cup of coffee in the morning, 

smelling it, tasting it, savoring it? Is it not every delicate 

cut of the onion, celery, carrots and the deeply satisfying 

aroma of the earthy spices when making soup in the cold of 

winter while the delicate snowflakes fall outside? Is it not 

walking outside on an autumn evening when you close 

your eyes and breathe deep the magnificent fall fragrance? 

Is it not closing your eyes while being enveloped and sus-

pended by your favorite song, noticing every harmony, 

every note, every melody? Is it not sitting around a table 

with your best friends with great food getting lost in con-

versation? Is it not closing your eyes and holding your ba-

by, hugging your children, the touch of your spouse, and 

the embrace of your mom and dad while you savor every 

moment? 

That is joy. Joy is a piercing in the thin veil where 

heaven and earth come together. It is a present taste of that 

which will be fully and completely realized in the future. It 

is an awakening to the resident goodness of all things. It 

is shalom. You can see it. You can feel it. You can hear it. 

You can taste it. And you know it is good. And you long 

for it, not in fleeting, transient moments, but in perpetuity. 

But while joy is an ever-present reality to which we open 

wide our souls to receive, it is also a remembering and a 

longing. It is a remembering of those moments and how 

they have passed and a deep longing to be there one more 

time. 

Joy is the ever-present gift of now, an eternal pre-

sent receiving, that one can experience despite our chang-

ing life conditions or our sufferings, but it is also the deep-

est unsatisfied longing of your soul. 

And that is what makes the Advent, the Incarna-

tion of Christ, good news of great joy for all people. The 

union of heaven and earth has come perfectly together in 

the Christ-child, assuring us that we, too, can enter into this 

joy presently, despite our collective sufferings. 

But even more, the Advent is good news in that it 

promises a resurrected future in which our joy will finally 

be made complete at the renewal of all things. Every feel-

ing, every touch, every song, every embrace, every 

memory, every unsatisfied longing will be satisfied. Every 

terrible wrong will be made right. Every deep wound will 

be healed. Every crushing heartache will be comforted. 

Every painful tear will be wiped away. Praise God, there is 

good news, indeed, and it will be a great joy for all the 

people! 

 

Happy Advent! 

Fr. B 
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Mass Intentions 

Monday December 14 

8:30 AM †    Mary Kay Klarich  

5:30 PM †   Willard Jacob Aho 

Tuesday  December 15 

8:30 AM  †   George Pulis   

Wednesday  December 16 

8:30 AM †    Our Parish Family 

5:30 PM †   William Lilya 

Thursday   December 17 

8:30 AM  †   Emil & Sigrid Koski 

Friday    December 18--No Mass 

Saturday   December 19 

4:30  PM   †     Our Parish Family 

Sunday      December 20 

8:00 AM  †   Jim & Ellie Jenko 

10:00 AM  †   Martin W. Surino 

   

Altar Server Schedule Weekend of  

Dec. 19 & Dec. 20 
 

 Sat.  

4:30pm 

Sun.  

8:00am 

Sun.  

10:00am 

Htr. Lamourea Sm. Beukema G. Kober 

C. Pollack Sn. Beukema C. Bialke 

E. Sandquist N. Mitchell P. Bialke 

  I. Flatley 

Prayer and Sacraments Advent Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses:      

 Saturdays @ 4:30pm 

 Sundays @ 8am & 10am  

 

Weekday Masses: 

 Mondays and Wednesdays @ 5:30pm 

 Monday-Thursday @ 8:30am 
 

Confessions:  

 Mondays @ 4:30pm 

 Wednesdays @ 4:30pm 

 Saturdays @ 3pm 

 Sundays during Holy Hour 

 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve @4pm and 10pm 

Christmas Day @10am 

NOTE: Please call 218-741-6344 or email  

jessica.haverkamp@duluthcatholic.org to reserve a 

pew. Space is limited. 

 

Father’s Online Schedule 

9:30am: Morning Reflection & Prayer 

Noon:  Rosary 

Night Prayer every night- either at 7pm or 9pm 

(based on Fr. Brandon’s schedule that day)  

Sunday Mass at 10am 

Mon. & Wed. Mass at 5:30pm 

  

Not able to attend faith formation  

Wed. Dec. 2nd?  
No problem! Take fifteen minutes and give  

this video a watch. Guest Artist Hugh  

Bonneville narrates the true story behind  

the song “It is Well with My Soul.” It is a story of how a 

family, who in the darkest moments of life, found the hope 

and peace we associate with the season of Christmas. An 

easy 15 minute watch for either a middle school or high 

school student who was unable to attend class in person 

during the month of December.  

Great conversation flowed about the virtue of Hope, how 

service helps those in dark times, how we all have a choice 

when faced with hard times, and how we can be of service 

to those around us this Advent season.  

If you feel like taking things a step further, your son or 

daughter can write a Christmas card to someone that you 

know is homebound. We filled a room with Christmas 

cards being sent to friends, relatives, and parishioners.  

Happy third week of Advent to all our families! 

 

-Hannah 

 


